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> EDITOR'S NOTE

5th. September 2025

Volume 1

Durga Puja in Bangalore is not just a festival — it’s emotion, identity, and a
celebration of belonging. In every corner and apartment complex, amidst dhak
beats and the aroma of bhog, a slice of Bengal is lovingly recreated in this vibrant
city.

This book is our tribute to that spirit. It brings together stories of community Pujas
— their journeys, dreams, challenges, and legacies. The voices here are real — the
organisers, volunteers, and enthusiasts who make the magic happen year after year.
From traditional rituals to modern innovations, from cultural programmes to food
stalls — this is where nostalgia meets newness, and heritage finds a home in
Bangalore’s heart.

You’ll also discover stories, poems, local Puja highlights, and glimpses of how
beautifully Bangaliana has adapted to the rhythm of Namma Ooru.

We hope this book becomes more than just a read — a keepsake of connection,
pride, and celebration.

— Siddharta Saha
(Editor)
Bong Tales From Bangalore

Mail.BongTales@gmail.com
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FAITH, CULTURE & COMMUNITY
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What began as a small dream in 2015 with just 25 passionate members has today blossomed
into one of Bangalore’s biggest and most loved Durga Pujas. Over the last ten years, BARSHA
has grown not just in numbers, but in spirit, becoming a true home away from home for
thousands who gather every autumn to celebrate the arrival of Maa Durga.

The vision was always clear: to recreate the
grandeur of Kolkata’s legendary Durga Pujas
right here in the heart of Bengaluru, while
weaving in the essence of Karnataka’s art,
culture, and heritage. This fusion has
become our identity - a celebration that
belongs as much to Bengal as it does to
Karnataka, uniting traditions, communities,
and generations.

From humble beginnings, BARSHA has
today become a name synonymous with
innovation and authenticity.

Over the years, our pandals have carried themes that not only showcased Bengal’s rich artistry
but also paid tribute to Karnataka’s cultural vibrancy. Each year has been a new story - an
immersive world created with devotion, creativity, and meticulous craftsmanship.

Entertainment has always been a core of our celebrations. We believed that Durga Puja is as
much about art and music as it is about devotion. And so, we brought to Bengaluru some of
the biggest cult-following artists - the ever-iconic Usha Uthup, the soulful Somlata, the
legendary Fossils, the timeless Anjan Dutta, the electric Shilajit, the romantic Arko, and this
year, the world music maestros Sourendro & Soumyojit. Each concert, each performance, has
lit up our nights, leaving the audience spellbound and proud of their cultural roots.

But beyond the scale and spectacle, what truly defines BARSHA is its community spirit. Our
members, volunteers, and well-wishers have been the pillars of strength. From setting up
pandals, organizing bhog, managing stalls, to welcoming every guest with open arms - it has
always been about togetherness. Children who once came holding their parents’ hands are today
performing on stage, carrying forward the tradition with pride.

As we celebrate 10 glorious years, we look back with gratitude and ahead with excitement.
BARSHA is no longer just a Durga Puja - it is a movement of culture, faith, and unity in
Bangalore. And as Maa Durga blesses us year after year, we promise to keep making this
celebration larger, brighter, and more meaningful for generations to come.

A DECADE OF DEVOTION, A LIFETIME OF MEMORIES 5



DURGA PUJA - BENGALLL ASSOCIATION

A JOURNLEY OF 75 YEARS IN BENGALURU
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The enchanting chant of “chandi path” fills up the pre-dawn hours marking the
beginning of “Devi Paksha” and the invocation to the mother Goddess to descend
on earth - “Jago Tumi Jago”.

In 1950, the first Sarbajanin Durga Puja was held under the initiatives and tutelage of
a few Professors of the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. This was the pre-
cursor to the establishment of a library-“Bharati Pathaghar” at Margosa Road,
Malleswaram. In 1959 when the All India Literary Conference was hosted in
Bangalore, work started towards the formation of the Bengalee Association finally
registered on 16'™" September 1959. Besides the Durga Puja, the Saraswati Puja,
Nababarsho, Rabindra Jayanti, Kali Puja continued to be annually held. The Bengalee
Association celebrated Tagore’s birth centenary in collaboration with the
Government of Mysore in the Town Hall, Bangalore in May 1961. A Board of Trustees
was formed in July 1966. In 1967 Art & Bengali classes commenced and in 1968, the
annual Durga Puja Souvenir “Maitree” was launched.

In the absence of its own premises, until 1980 the Bengalee Association’s Durga Puja
was held at various locations around Bangalore like the Vasawi Dharmashala
Basavanagudi, Kutchalamba Hall near Madhavan Park, National College,
Basavanagudi and the Sindhi Hall Frazer Town. The Bangalore City Corporation in its
benevolence in 1977 allocated land on Assaye Road to the Bengalee Association in
April 1977. A Ladies Wing was formed thereafter and in October 1977 the foundation
stone for the present building - Tagore Cultural Centre - was laid.Within a period of
two-and-a-half years, the building was inaugurated on 4" April 1980 which led to the
Durga Puja being held for the first time in the premises of the Bengalee Association in
1980. Additional adjacent land was granted in September 1982 and the Durga Puja
became an even bigger event, spread over two buildings. The house-bulletin
commenced in 2001 and the Bengalee Association took the initiative to organize the
annual Durga Puja immersion procession comprising of all Durga Pujas of Bangalore
from the KSCA Cricket Stadium to Ulsoor lake.
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Over the next two decades, holding the Annual Durga Puja inside the Bengalee
Association premises was beset with multiple challenges. Its huge popularity,
overwhelming crowds, traffic challenges and logistic difficulties led to the Durga Puja
moving out to St. Aloysius School Assaye Road, RBANMS Grounds, Gayatri Vihar
Palace Grounds and the Manpho Convention Centre. The Durga Puja celebrations
returned to the Bengalee Association premises in 2019 and has been continuing in
the same location since them.

From the first Durga Puja in Bangalore in 1950, this year 2025 marks the 75th year of
our Durga Puja which is being celebrated on Assaye Road by the Bengalee
Association, Bengaluru.

Heaven & Earth rejoices at Maa Durga’s victory and “Durgatinashini” concludes
through a mantra narration which is the refrain of mankind’s supplication before the
Supreme Power: “ya devi sarbabhuteshu shakti rupena sanksthita. Namastashwai
Namastashwai Namastashwai namo namaha”.
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HARMONY CULTURAL WELFARE ASSOCIATION (HCWA)E

G S (T 7He FCd ABIL 129 |

SN TSR F@AT® ReT ©YR (T $0-5% T & & 2GH! | 2055CS (MG ST AT RS
2918 @8] gofisjren FECe 2ATGe (T WG WHIRE Bed ([FBGR AFoN (3] 2TeTe FHASS 20 (70|
T SR (S TS FACo A | (RIG A5 AR @ 2€T TMHET 9F S{ren &Sy (1R oS
CoMRITT (oMRTR 2 SEART, AT Tz oty RO @gelerzel cd foflibre @R oimiba esceize

SIREIEEIG]
S0 ST (T TG, (TR G &

(S| | ©IF A M (Hor 27 ofiofrena Sam,
SR (O] FAR (13 | @2 A6 IR 12 A2
@ TP elfegere] GO — IS e Kol
CATHCE, T I Tt sifaf%fe smoe
AN (PR | O WIF A7 &ffs IR
& T FEE, FIFOAE SH03 AR | IR
IR AN T (1o AR TG T A,
ST LRI ©0d Srocy "Granafes”,

" (O YT TTHW", " (| L] mfS”

W F© [ A |

SN 2T oD B | SN SRR o™,

22-9(H1G |

SNICHE TS (TN 31N (7, IR, FROT G Nl Rl S A S, (owf ol
o @19 (BRITe basml, 2-I-3-3-4, gol AREE I SINIY &7 Mol ARFed T AR\ FER |
SR e B8, Area femife! wel o I3 ece 2 (@ w1 T9b1 91 ot s e ojren 37, 1)
P00 Y] W AR ATeNT® 2! QI A oA1EHT Mre arorres 1 SIS ATen M, ikl 712

G (TR [T R (o> |

HHE O BE, AN AT | T = A 7 = - AGHT (WF M) 79, A A1 AW i
ST ST - SN (I O Fi 1 | TSP T & M (P2 S{TGIT AN O &L 7o oA -
TSRl ST 2O (A1 (O 1 I, TSR FIS AR R, TRFOP DI &L (T |

&3 ©I(33 FIeTd 29, (O I AREPTE S99 S0 AR BTl - AT 0l A0 IR,
SO I F-7ofAEHRT |

i@ Harmony Cultural Welfare Association (HCWA) %RRIZ3 9% (AF A KA
wrew| 99 Bong Tales From Bangalore (& SINITHE &A1 G2 | TG ©Ita AFCH!




iEight Years of Passion and Perseverance!

Here’s a contextual Indian English translation while keeping the tone and festive spirit
intact:

**Our Durga Puja began as nothing more than the excitement of 10-12 Bengalis living
away from home. Who could have imagined that a random idea during the Ganesh
Visarjan in 2018 —“We must do a Durga Puja!”—would, in just eight years, transform into
one of the most celebrated Pujas of North Bengaluru?

What started as a small-scale celebration within the society has today grown into a

grand affair that crosses community boundaries, bringing together over 100 families

from 30+ societies as active participants.

The truth is, Bengalis are as passionate as they are determined. And when that passion l
meets the emotion of Durga Puja, magic happens! Needless to say, over the last eight

years, we have faced plenty of challenges—sometimes nature played spoilsport,

sometimes financial constraints tested us. Yet, with Maa Durga’s blessings, the Puja has

grown year after year in scale and splendour. Each passing year has added new feathers }
to our cap—our collection now boasts trophies like “Best Idol,” “Best Cultural

Programme,” “Best Ritual Performance,” and many more.

Our Puja stands firmly on three pillars.

Rupankar, and Cactus to staging spectacular in-house productions like Chitrangada, Ha-
Ja-Ba-Ra-La, Juto Abishkar, and Bhimobodh, our cultural journey has been vibrant and
diverse.

The second—Rituals and Traditions. We take immense pride in performing every ritual
with utmost devotion and authenticity—something even many Pujas in Kolkata struggle
to maintain. Anyone who has offered Pushpanijali here or witnessed Kumari Puja will
vouch for this.

The third—Hospitality! Member or guest, everyone is treated equally—be it during
Pushpanijali, Sindoor Khela, or our cultural evenings. From day one, every member
actively participates—whether it’s cooking Bhog, helping with decorations, or
performing on stage.

The first—Joy and Celebration! From hosting renowned artists like Indrani Sen, 1

This is how we have kept moving forward—fuelled by our excitement, determination,
and confidence, blessed with love, good wishes, and Maa Durga’s grace.

On behalf of the Harmony Cultural Welfare Association (HCWA) family, we wish
everyone a very happy Sharodiya and extend our heartfelt thanks to Bong Tales From
Bangalore for featuring us. Stay happy, stay blessed!**

wRIoTS ORI

PRESIDENT
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Do you want to write a story, poem or article for
our magazine? Or do you want to share
unknown Bengali recipes? Do you want to write
a guest blog for our website? Then contact us!

3eT: mail. BongTales@gmail.com
Soial: @BongTalesFromBangalore
(F9gF: @BongTalesFromBangalore
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https://www.instagram.com/bongtalesfrombangalore/reels/
https://www.facebook.com/BongTalesFromBangalore

PRABAASELE ASSOCIATION

CELEBRATING 47 GLORIOUS YEARS OF DURGA PUJA

This year marks a very special milestone in our
journey—the 47th year of Prabaasee
Association’s Durga Puja, a tradition that
began in 1979 with a handful of passionate
members and a simple dream: to bring the
community together and celebrate our rich
heritage with devotion and joy.

From those modest beginnings, our Puja has
grown into one of the most cherished
celebrations for our members, their families,
and well-wishers. What has remained constant
over the decades is the warmth, inclusivity,
and togetherness that define Prabaasee. It is
this spirit that makes our Puja not just a
religious occasion, but the very heartbeat of

our association.
Over the years, countless memories have been

created—the rhythmic beats of the dhaak, the
fragrance of dhuno, children discovering
traditions, youth stepping forward with
creativity, and elders guiding us with wisdom.

Every member, across generations, has contributed in their own way—whether through
organizing, volunteering, cultural programs, or simply being present with their families.
Together, we have built something far greater than a festival: a true extended family.
What also makes our Puja unique is the value we place on community service and
compassion. Alongside celebrations, Prabaasee has always stood for glvmg back—
through Eeducational support, charitable , N e S G e

initiatives and helping those in need. We
believe Maa Durga’s blessings shine
brightest when shared through kindness and
service. As we celebrate this remarkable
47th year, we look back with pride at how far
we have come since 1978, and forward with
hope for the years ahead. Our Durga Puja
has become a symbol of tradition, unity, and
cultural pride—one that we are committed to
preserving and enriching for future
generations. On behalf of Prabaasee
Association, we thank every member,
volunteer, and supporter who has been part
of this journey. Your dedication, love, and
spirit of togetherness have made these 47
years possible. May Maa Durga continue to
bless us with strength, happiness, and
prosperity as we carry forward this legacy of
faith, unity, and celebration. Shubho
Sharodiya to all! 12




84 IRTI CNAINT FLofi QN Ty

QSWWWMWW—W mﬁﬁmﬂazﬁm 8Q9Y I |
5595 e [Py SurKl SO @ T2l (A SPB—JFIHICHAICIA I5F AAGF G0 I 43R o5 @ HHF N AN
e Qfezs Srarst 41 |

12 RS ol (UTF S AR [0S AReS AR GF T feF SeAE—IWS, SITid AR @3 SoHRmE

5 | @ ARG Tl FARRIO® (AFCR ©f 201 S0, WRHTo! G2 Newel—1 ek qrofier s sy «¥E SgoH

T, SO SHICAICIRCAR P 0 QTR | @8 e ST woieds =3 Cofl 2Tz BICd ©Ite! OItet Jad i,
TR o1, el 74w Qfemis g, See Jemeeeld S|
RfSTTE, WK SRl Sivese| tT SIS o1 (TRTIRH | SaTe A9
&G FHTeTMa W0l I SR @GR! MASTR IS (@S, TR
S TGN, AF T STH 1 Y i Fe SoifFe A, @AY S
o ol Iy wy g3 Seva 7, 9 AT Jzed AR |

SINME SJTIR RS [ T 20 AN wiaael | &30
TR ST A=A FTCea Ty 67 SR RAIGT Wb (AR
— TR TR, WIe<s FIGT A AR AT FAIF WL | i) s
FfF, W 7o WA 0412 Seget 2 8T T4 ©f Ol IR (16T T
TS| 8 (I SET |

GR (MAINT 8ATN 2 SHIIA FACS (910 S| 21T AR oty
SIFIR— 5L (ATF ©F & A6 i, & &g wiee| ey
AN ©IIR SN Fea s | Ssing gafioqeen zoa et afews,
Q3T @3 AFGF (M LSIF—| TN NN AT Toly ST
TS B} |

QI ST 5 (A AN R SR AT T,
(FRITRE 9% @Wmﬁw—w SR, %1 992 qFITO (Fol @3 84 IRA(E TSI AR |

S gofl ST RIS *Ifes, W™ @R e S e, (I Sl R, @3 @ e a3 @femie wiwe @i
R Qe i} |
T FFAR SR TP

] 13



JAYAMAHAL DURGA PUJA

Since 1955 @ I[nnovation meets tradition @ Bangalore

The story of Jayamahal Durga Puja beautifully captures the essence of the old seamlessly
merging into the new. Since its inception in 1955 by Bengali government employees
newly relocated to Bangalore, the Puja has grown from humble beginnings

—celebrated in a vacant building and
often shifting venues—to a steadfast
cultural event held at its current
location opposite Jayamahal Park
since 1973.

In the initial days amateur artists
(who had a day job in Bangalore)
would make the idols with passion -
from scratch from clay and straw.
Later the Idol makers from Kolkata
used to come and make a few idols

for all the Pu]os in the Bengali ..----l - - -

In the 1970's the rudimentary pandal had a
thatched roof with minimal cover on two
sides. There was no pomp but lots of
enthusiasm. A makeshift stage was erected for
cultural program and the chairs were
repurposed for eating bhog. Often during
heavy rains water drops fell on people - but no
one minded. Since LPG cylinder was not
available, a kerosene stove had to be used for
preparing Thakurer Bhog.

Community bhog would be cooked by digging
a pit and lighting firewood in it.

At times due to water seepage caused to rains bhog cooking would get delayed. To save
money raw materials were sourced from City Market. There was a time when the member
subscription was a princely sum of 20 Rupees. In the early days of the Souvenir — a full

page advertisement was 250 Rupees.

Despite modest means, the Puja has maintained its core values of fervor, devotion, and
rituals, avoiding grandeur while fostering a strong community spirit. The Pandal
constructed on open grounds simulates the environment of Kolkata. The dedication of a
well-knit team, with some families involved with the Puja since the 1970s or earlier,

ensures continuity and cohesion.
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In 2004 '"Bangla Utsav' was organized to
celebrate 50 years of Jayamahal Durga puja
in a unique manner. It was a novel initiative
aiming to include the whole Bengali
population in Bengaluru. Many Puja
committees participated by showcasing their
own cultural programs at the venue
(RBNMAS Ground) The West Bengal
Government provided a pavilion showcasing
native Artisans and in addition there was a
huge exhibition with stalls featuring
enthusiastic Kolkata Vendors displaying and
selling their wares. This drew huge crowds
as did the stellar Cultural Programs
featuring Bhoomi (for the first time in this
city), and luminaries like Mamata Shankar,
Aparna Sen and Lopamudra - to name a few.
The event was inaugurated by thespian
Soumitra Chatterjee who regaled the
audience with his oratory and recitation
.Understandably the press coverage for

“Bangla Utsav” was phenomenal.

Today Jayamahal Durga Puja is notable for
its innovative spirit within the framework
of tradition. From pioneering souvenir
collections in the 1980s to embracing
digital platforms in the 2020s, it has
consistently been a trailblazer.

The Muktaangan initiative introduced
since 2010 has consistently provided a
platform for amateur artists, while theme

pavilions have celebrated cultural
milestones such as Tagore’s 150th
anniversary, Swami Vivekananda’s 150

years, Indian cinema centenary, and 75
years of Independence.

The food court, with authentic Bengali
delicacies and other culinary delights, is a
highlight of the festive charm. Artistic
creativity shines through in “Theme
pujas” starting in 2014 (executed by skilled
artistes  from  Kolkata), featuring
imaginative  settings like Egyptian
pyramids, Jurassic Park, Jungle Book, and
even a spaceship with aliens.

Despite challenges like limited funds,
manpower, weather, and space constraints,
the spirit of Jayamahal Durga Puja endures
—symbolized by the smells, sights, sounds,
and rituals that unite participants.

From the aroma of freshly cooked khichuri
served by members during a sit down
community bhog, to the beat of Dhak, from
the smoke from dhunuchi as devotees dance
in front of the Goddess, to the deep voice of
the Purohit conducting Pushpanjali -
Jayamahal has something for everyone. It

remains a vibrant testament to the
harmonious blend of tradition and
innovation.

As it prepares to celebrate its 71st Puja in
2025 with the theme "Lost Childhood,"
Jayamahal Durga Puja warmly invites
everyone to join in the worship and
festivities from 27th September 2025, 7PM
onwards at the Ladies Club grounds near
Jayamahal Park. 15
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M. Dapan Datra

PRESIDENT
JAYAMAHAL CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
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CHADIMATGAL

A Story By
NILANJANA BHADURI

The Sri Sarbojonin Pujo-Committee was
keen to add an innovative twist to their
Durga Pujo. They aspired to join the league
of Maddox-Square Pujos! And not just a
crowd-puller. With Ma Durga’s blessings,
they wanted to earn the coveted Sera-Pujo-
awards!

Awards come only with novelties. So, they

brainstormed - what could we do
differently?
Biltu was present there. A techie by

profession, he had lost his job in the USA
and recently came home. To avoid social
humiliation, he announced that he was on a
sabbatical, trying to figure out greater
things that he could pursue. His father, a
veteran Pujo Committee member, had
dragged him into this meeting.

Amidst all the ideation buzz, Biltu casually
suggested, ‘Why not incorporate a drone? A
drone that becomes Ma Durga’s emissary
and delivers prasad from door-to-door.’
Everyone loved the idea — Amazon/Swiggy
as Ma’s delivery-agent! Let’s do it! However,
as they delved into practical
considerations, the drones didn’t take off!

However, the seniors in the Committee had
found their USP! They claimed their glory to
become the first tech-led Durga Pujo, and
Biltu, as their CTO who would craft this
history! Media went abuzz with this news.

T
L

TV channels started hounding to get a sneak
peek at the expected innovation. Biltu
wished he had never spoken, but it was too
late. He even found his father telling the
press, ‘This is all a doing of Ma herself!
Otherwise, why will he come back from the
USA?

The envious Pujo Committees raised
questions about his credentials, while
favorable press defended him as a born
CTO, sharing reports from his school
projects. The cumulative hype excited
everyone as they waited for something
totally unique!

Biltu couldn’t face it anymore. He ran away
to Bangalore. He reached out to his old
classmates who were working in Bangalore,
seeking leads for work opportunities. He
was ready to accept any average IT job, far
away from any CTO title.
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His job-searching efforts further depressed
him. Some people interviewed him only to
enquire about his CTO role. One day, he saw
his father on a channel justifying his trip as
a part of his role execution, as Bangalore is
the technology hub of India! Biltu hit an all-
time-low.

To cheer him up, his friends took him
pubbing. Three pubs on, the entrepreneurial
spirit of the city wove its magic. Biltu and
his friends had napkin-boarded the perfect
concept — the one-stop Durga Pujo app. The
features would include: Queue management
for Bhog-bhitaran, AR to find parking-spots,
push notifications for Aarti, Online Aarti for
late-latifs, Dhaak Decibel-control for
environment friendliness, ChandiGPT to
answer all queries about Durga Pujo, and
MistiMeter, a health assistant to monitor all
the sweets consumed and accordingly
advise the must-do exercises to undo the
calories! One of his friends was so excited
that he even offered him angel investment!
Someone even promised to resign in the
morning, and join this venture.

Biltu and all his friends had transformed
into CTOs! Each one spun out development
ideas. Where will they get the data to train
the LLMs? Someone suggested using pub
data! Another raised a concern that it might
be anti-religious! Well the deliberations
continued, and more alcohol flowed!

After some time, Biltu found himself
fighting an Asur. Biltu was very sure that the
Asur had attacked him, as he did not want
Ma Durga to get the technology limelight.

As the first- CTO of Durga Puja, Biltu saw
himself as a divine agent and put up his best
fight ever! With all the force in his body, he
landed a punch on the Asur! The Asur hit
him back. Biltu blacked out.

The next morning, Biltu woke up to find his
head, arms, and legs wrapped in bandages,
his whole body in severe pain. He blinked.
Where am 1? Then he saw another bandaged
person lying on the adjacent bed! Wasn't
that the Asur? Soon a nurse popped in and
pierced him with a mini-spear. Was she Ma
Durga’s emissary? If so, why is she piercing
her CTO and not the Asur?

Over the next few hours, the grogginess
ebbed away. There was a lot of pain and
shame left! Biltu at some point had fancied
the bartender as the Asur, and attacked
him. His friends had leveraged his first-ever
CTO of Durga Pujo tag to persuade the pub-
owners not to file a police complaint.

Despite all the pain, a tiny voice inside
Biltu’s head told him to go back home and
responsibly execute the CTO role. The torn
pieces of the napkin where he had scribbled
the app-features were still in his pocket. His
CTO-mind wondered: What should we call
this app? Chandimangal? Will we win the
Sera-Pujo Awards?...

To find out more, don’t forget to visit the Sri

Sarbojonin Durga Pujo & download their
Chandimangal app.
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Our Story...

At Prestige Park View, Durga Puja is not just an event;
it’s a feeling that envelops us every autumn, like the
familiar rustle of shiuli petals underfoot. Our journey
began humbly, with just a handful of us who missed the
magic of Puja back in our hometowns. Determined to
bring that joy here, we gathered in the clubhouse,
sharing home-cooked bhog, dhak beats from a single
drum, and stories that made us feel closer to home.
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From those early days, our Puja has blossomed
into a tradition that unites us. We have no big
commercial banners, no corporate scale - only the
spirit of togetherness. Every detail, from arranging
flowers and durba at dawn to rehearsing cultural
performances late into the night, is carried out by
the PPV community - both Bengali and non-
Bengali - who join in with as much enthusiasm as if
it were our own family Puja.

Here, nostalgia meets new beginnings. For some
of us, it is a return to the sights and sounds of our
childhood; for others, it is the first chapter in a
story they will carry forward. Our children learn the
rituals by watching us, while we find joy in their
energy and laughter. Over the years, our Puja has
become more than a festival — it is our anchor, a
reminder that even far from Bengal, Bangaliana
can thrive in the heart of Bangalore. We have seen
our idol grow in size and stature over the last four
years — a symbol of our own growth and deeper
involvement.

The friends we first met four years ago while celebrating this most cherished festival
have become more than family. Our greatest joy is knowing that the bonds we form
during those four Puja days continue to brighten our lives all year round.

Every year, as Maa Durga takes her place in our clubhouse, she brings not just
blessings, but a gentle reminder: home is not only where we live, but where we belong.
And here at PPV, we belong to each other.
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HARMONY AND INCLUSIVITY

The morning mist of Bangalore had barely lifted when the familiar sound of conch pierced the
air. The residents of Parkway Homes(PWH) streamed out in their finest attire, hands full of
offerings, and hearts full of devotion. It was the time of Durga Puja 2024, a festival that
travelled a thousand miles from its birthplace, yet found a home in this cosmopolitan city.

This year PRABHAT, the association of PWH's residents for Bengali harmony and tradition, has
stepped into the third year of the Durga Puja celebration. Despite many limitations of being an
intra-community puja, PRABHAT has woven a vibe of the best Durga Puja in Rayasandra,
Doddanagmangala and Gattahalli areas.

As the pandal comes to life, vibrant with colours and Maa Durga's idol, usually quiet PWH
resonates with laughter, songs, and Dhunuchi Dance, complemented by a majestic Aalpona in
front of the pandal. It isn’t just about replicating a festival; it is about finding a sense of home
among people who had left behind their families and birthplaces in what was once an
unfamiliar place.

As the symbol of inclusivity, Ravan dahan is celebrated along with residents grooving with the
rhythm of dandiya. As we step into Doshomi, residents prepare for immersion, their faces glow
in abir after sindoor khela and they sing in unison - Aschhe Bochhor Abar Hobe”.

Despite being a gated society, PWH experiences a large turnout during the festival, with
residents, their friends, and family from outside the community coming together and savouring
the festive and holy moments. The lips-smacking food at the stalls around the pandal amplify
their experiences. Many local and global businesses support this festive celebration through
partnership and sponsorship. We welcome you to join us and be our guest as we embark on
yet another year of Durga Puja celebration at PWH!
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PASS ON OUR HERITAGE AND LEGACY TO
THE NEXT GENERATIONI
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Durga Puja at Brigade Buena Vista did not F it A ———————-
begin with grandeur. It began with that
question — a spark of longing and love. In
2022, a handful of residents gathered with
hope and devotion, and our Puja was born.
Despite humble beginnings, BBV Utsav has
grown into a grand celebration, showcasing
the true spirit of Bengal's Durga Puja. People
from every corner of India and beyond joined
in, making it a festival of togetherness. What
followed was nothing short of divine
orchestration. Each year, BBV Utsav grew —
not just in scale, but in soul. From the first
Pushpanjali to the final Sindoor Khela, our
Puja became a mirror of our collective spirit.
Elders shared rituals, children danced with
abandon, and neighbors became family. The
ground transformed into a sacred space
where tradition met tenderness.

We didn’t just celebrate Durga Puja. We built a movement of Bhakti and
Belonging.

Our Anandamela is a celebration of local talent — home chefs, resident
entrepreneurs, and youth innovators come together to create a bazaar of flavors
and ideas. Cultural evenings feature everything from Dhunuchi Naach to Dandiya,
with performances that bridge generations and backgrounds.

Behind the scenes, volunteers worked silently — stringing fairy lights in the rain,
managing logistics with grace, and ensuring every guest felt seen. Their seva is the
soul of BBV Utsav.

We embraced sustainability, digital outreach, and inclusive planning, always asking:
How can we do better, together? This year, we’ve deepened our commitment to
eco-consciousness — using sustainable decor, reducing waste, and promoting
mindful celebration. Our digital outreach has expanded, allowing us to share
stories, rituals, and reflections with a wider audience. Our souvenir book captures
this journey — not just the events, but the emotions. It honours the unsung heroes,
the artists, the sponsors, and every soul who helped transform vision into
experience. Ashche Bochor Abar Hobe — not just as a promise, but as a prayer.
That we continue to grow, to serve, and to celebrate Together. BBV Utsav is more
than a festival — it is a testament to devotion, diversity, and unity.
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BENGALURU SREEHATTA SAMMELANI

Bengaluru Sreehatta Sammelani (BSS) - a socio-cultural association, was founded in
2005 and has transformed into being a compelling force of Sylheti Culture in
Bengaluru that binds us all with the ethos of togetherness. The first Durgotsav was
celebrated in 2019 and even continued during the COVID-related lockdown years.
2025 marks the 7th edition of our puja, which began as an initiative of a few like-
minded, culturally driven individuals to recreate our cultural roots and aura of Durga
Puja magic in Karnataka.

2025 puja theme amalgamates the diverse
culture of Northeast India with the culture of
Karnataka - as a tribute to the land where we
live. This uniqueness emerges from the fact
that all the designs and planning are being
jointly done and single-handedly led by our
community members. While you are
marvelling at the rich Karnataka culture in
our pandal, don't forget to participate in
daily Anjali, Bhog, Dhunichi naach, cultural
programmes, adda and dhamaail - a
traditional dance form of Sylhet.

We welcome all to participate in the puja, partake

of bhog and perform dhamaail with us. Block your dates for an exciting

evening with live bands who are all set to entertain you - get ready to get entrenched
in nostalgia with a foot-tapping performance. MahaNabami will see us doing "hoi-
huLLUr" on garba songs and creating the crescendo with the dandiya DJ. Don’t miss it.
Durga Puja is an emotion for all Bengalis; join us in this grandest celebration and create
LIFELONG memories!
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TRIPURA MONDOLI
BENGALURU DURGA PUJA

Since 2004 o

Subir Deb

Bangalore

In 2004, a few families from Tripura and Bengal lit the first lamp of Tripura Mondoli
Bengaluru (TMB), a socio-cultural association registered under the Karnataka Government,
with their inaugural Saraswati Puja. It wasn’t just an event—it was the beginning of a
tradition transplanted to a new land. That seed grew into Agomoni, TMB’s Durga Puja,

aptly named for the arrival of the Goddess.

TMB’s first Durga Puja took place in 2008 at
Indiranagar’s Parimala Sabhagruha Hall,
marking the start of a heartfelt tradition
away from home. Over time, Agomoni has
become an emotional anchor, a bridge
connecting  Tripura’s  heritage  with
Bengaluru’s vibrance. For five days, a venue

in Bengaluru transforms into a slice of

Tripura—echoing dhaak beats, incense
fragrance, and the chatter of families
reunited. Today, it welcomes Tripuris,

Bengalis, and culture-loving Bangaloreans
under one canopy of nostalgia and devotion.

Roots and Reverence: Centuries old
Royal Traditions of Tripura

Durga Puja in Tripura traces back over 500
years, initiated by the Tripura’s royal dynasty
during their capital at Udaipur in the early
16th century It later moved through
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Amarpur and Puran Habell before se lmg in
Agartala with the construction of the
‘Durgabari Temple’ by Maharaja Krishna
Kishore Manikya in 1838.
The Durgabari Puja is notable for its royal
precision. This temple’s celebrations are
unique in their depiction of a two-armed
Durga — a rarity in Bengal but an identity
marker for Tripura’s rituals. For over 150
years, the temple has witnessed the same
sequence of daily ceremonies, a tradition
uninterrupted through changing times. On
Dashami, the Tripura State Rifles give a
ceremonial gun salute before the immersion,
and the air fills with the solemnity of
farewell.
Beyond Durgabari, Tripura’s Durga Puja
heritage extends into villages and small
towns, where the festivals often reflect a
more personal scale. TMB carries this legacy
with sincerity, replicating key rituals like
Pushpanjali, Arati, and Homa. Inspired by
Tripura’s  “Ghoroya”  (homely) puja
traditions, TMB blends authenticity with
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warmth, recreating textures of home—from
mantra chanting to the taste of bhog served
on banana leaves.

Malancha: The Voice of the
Community

A New Adobe for Maa Durga:
Durgabari to Doorvani Nagar

Agomoni today is a vibrant five-day
celebration at Doorvani Nagar’s Sainik
Welfare Centre. Each day begins with puja
rituals and Pushpanjali, followed by bhog.
Afternoons are filled with chatter over tea
and singara, while evenings sparkle with
cultural programs—from Rabindra Sangeet
and Tripuri folk dance to modern bands and
English rock. Performers range from toddlers
to seniors, showcasing the blend of tradition
and modernity that defines Agomoni.

The puja beautifully combines intimate

devotion (Ghoroya Puja) with grand
community  spirit  (Barowari  Puja),
welcoming people beyond the Tripura

diaspora, spreading the message that culture
grows richer when shared.

Making a Difference: Blending
Devotion, Culture & Care

Highlights include the spiritually significant
Kumari Puja on Maha Ashtami under the
guidance of Ramakrishna Mission, and
community outreach programs such as
hosting local orphanage children for festive
meals and games. These initiatives reflect
TMB’s ethos of compassion and inclusion.

Durga Puja is incomplete without a Puja
Barshiki. For TMB, this comes in the form of
their annual souvenir, Malancha.

Named after the house where Tagore stayed
during his 1919 Agartala visit, is a platform
for poems, essays, and nostalgic writings—a
living archive of the community’s cultural
journey.

Tripura Proyash, Bengaluru:
Purpose Beyond Festivity

Since 2011, TMB members have supported
Proyash, an NGO that funds education for
underprivileged students, offering
scholarships and mentorship. Many alumni
have become engineers, doctors, and
teachers, creating a cycle of empowerment
that extends beyond the Puja grounds.

Proyash offers scholarships that can cover
significant portions of tution and living

expenses, often exceeding 350,000 per
student per year.
Other initiatives include blood donation

camps, orphanage support, and aid for old
age homes—true to the motto, ‘Give Back to
Society.’

A Festival of Memory
and Belonging

For Tripuris in Bengaluru, Agomoni is more
than a festival—it is an affirmation that
traditions can travel and thrive. From dhaak
beats in a distant city to children learning
dhunuchi naach, every detail keeps roots
alive. The Goddess may leave after five days,
but the bonds of culture and community last
all year.

That is the true essence of Tripura Mondoli
Bengaluru Durga Puja.

32



o el oiiegee wofiolenl — “SsT: ¥ (UG MG <jLond o

2008 A fasal @ ke 7y oifiae we s fGo@ v @gE (Gaf)-a 7@, oF @G TaFel Jree
0T | (1 2T (e @b T T, §F T AfSrmya e 39 | O Tord W w9 e @erir-ce—hana

wofisfenl, T AN S MR M S9N S+ |

foanfia ew gofioen 2CafRe 200t ACA WA ARG TR A | OFAT (A AN (@R AR
fqo@ TR wRR R S | S e e @3 BeTE IS DIt |eTIE, YUOR oIt Wl sificaeet ffere =

fqo@IR, AR @R TFereN ([ T |

aferze Riee

fasara gafisjrena 3= coo Ixtaae @ 7wl | SwEeE
QAT GF I APFTOAR FAERS 27 Te | Shob A
TREG FR IR O S (oo™ 9ofiqifs wa |
QU W gofig oy Fager 96 @rens are@ey @fstaa
&ASIF | QU8 Y (M2 YHRIRFOR “Alfere 27 ABR-RM?,
T 2 AR I D |

faom weA @3 afeie Walk T AT | TR
SJTIR TIRE AT, SCIBIRET (AF €6 I FAIASR (Sl
—IRIPRCOR (VT RIHCTR B |

TG g 3l

JEAH A WS 27 751 CAfS Felel (@ |
Afof ACE sf@tl, oeriighe], (ol @ T See] | T
TG T AgSH—IA@IRS, (IR (Iyes,
6, S Nefer, @i 20afer S8 | (=B (UF I8—
SRIR (T T ST |

I TR ©f e R AR S ST G ek—
fasjg1a sifes (AR SR oy S 208 8T wefisjeen |

sfe, Tigle wig Twifee wiftg

TRENCe T el W ANGW PR ©gRE |
AR SHIY WRCR FEME o (Sfe W LA
S — &R SR T S0 @2 2rend [ReR
Afama |

AT 1A — ‘S

205 E @, Bani. (fam wead @oeae)-a3
WAl AN T SR @ A OF (R
RIS, Wi i Pifecy oo Fresdioe Rree ey
w2 R, Jfe @3 R eME | AN T=ITOR
s RrEdl e Sfgfam, bl e Free o
INCSY ATFeT] CACRA!

o &ffe i wy 920d T¢0,000 BEfE e emiv

04, T R st Sgafere 4ame 727 Fce Al
RTINS Fem fARE, Y WA TSl G2 JAEH
AT S| T FNEGF Sstol TECR— S o
TGS AR WNG*-9F el o |

e’ — Yo el

T A= T2, T NG T 2R (73 A A
AT IAGAY JIFF 5856 A AISH| THE TLZH
IR, @0 AHT IS, 7T IR TOMGF TR
| I2 WM ARG @ IF QIS Afefdd |

vgﬁww‘ha—m%w

RS (@RI IR W @Y Fre TW—aF0
dfserfs @, e @@ @ I T O *=,

o= 1w, Rpfes oica wrene 6 o2 @fews |
@3-3 faof71 T @I gofio{TeTa SoeT 3 |

33



*9¢ Tl 93|

Fiol I TR
PRI, @EHeE

R 10T I 797 4
14T HUB oot I,
fRrefer e 1|
A I SO0l Fb
IR F0e A |

b 4t AMewg S|
R FFl €S,
g (0T 8T
FCHF IO ST, S
F! FCEAW AT
il cam, fifers =
12 (T &G [ efew |

S 83 ARG e,
3 f9If oY WITS S |
I SN, (A 0L, SR G516 929 9T |

TSI A1 TS, AT ISIH TGS |
TR WA, ST
76 15 @S| |

Want your Bengali events and businesses in Bangalore to reach more REACH ALL
people? Bong Tales From Bangalore can help you through our presence BENGALIS IN
on YouTube, Facebook, and Instagram. We promote Bengali culture, BANGALORE!
celebrations, and businesses to an engaged audience.

From event promotions and business features to social media /’ ﬂ &
campaigns and collaborations, we offer effective ways to boost your
reach. Whether it's a program, festival, or business, we'll showcase it to
the right audience.
Contact us today for promotions and collaborations and make your event SROMOTE
or business stand out in Bangalore’s Bengali community! WiTH Ua)

BONG TALES FROM
n G ‘ Q‘) BANGALORE

@BongTalesFromBangalore 34
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¥ Beyond a Festival, It’s Family!

Durga Puja is not just a festival—it is an emotion that binds hearts, brings families
together, and creates memories that last a lifetime. For many of us who live away from
our hometowns, that emotion once remained only in nostalgia. But in 2022, the
residents of Sumadhura Eden Garden took the first step to bring the essence of Durga
s Puja into our own community. What began as a humble attempt soon took shape in
2023, when the Agomoni Doddabanahalli Durgotsav Association (ADDA) was formally
registered. Under its banner, Sumadhura Eden Garden Durga Puja—popularly known as
SEG Durga Puja—was born.

Since then, ADDA Sumadhura Eden Garden Durga Puja has grown into an occasion
where tradition and modernity blend seamlessly. The soulful beats of dhakis brought
from Kolkata, the devotion of anjali and kumari puja, the warmth of bhog nivedan, and
the vibrancy of cultural evenings filled with music, dance, and theatre—all recreate the
cherished atmosphere of our childhood celebrations. Every moment is steeped in joy,
nostalgia, and the comfort of belonging.

At the heart of this puja lies unity. The entire Sumadhura Eden Garden family comes
together, contributing their time, effort, and love to make Maa Durga’s arrival a grand
and memorable celebration.

We are still young, and our journey may be short in years. But what we lack in time, we
make up for in unity, passion, and sincerity. Each year, we grow not just in scale but in
spirit—becoming a destination where families from nearby societies gather, where
tradition meets modernity, and where everyone finds a taste of home.

This year, as we step into ADDA Sumadhura Eden Garden Durga Puja 2025, we extend
our heartfelt invitation to you—come, let us welcome Maa Durga together, with
devotion, laughter, and the joy of togetherness.

For us, this is not just a celebration—it is a journey of rediscovering home, right here in
Sumadhura Eden Garden.

1AM NEW TO
BANGALORE AND
MISSING DURGA PUJA ¥
AT HOME!

IS ANYTHING

"TOMAR PUJA,
AAMAR PUJA" IN
www.BongTales.co.in
A CURATED LIST OF
AMOUS DURGA PUJA
IN BANGALORE!

PUJAS HAPPEN IN
BANGALOREN

YOU WILL NOT MIiSs

www.BongTales.co.in
AND DOWNLOAD THE
DURGA PUJA GUIDEI

g ISFICEINd

T el

Bl
s YOUWILL
f GET ALL THE DETAILS
Bl iNCLUDING GOOGLE
MAP LOCATIONSI
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OUR JOURNEY AND SPIRIT

EBCA’s story began in 2018, when more than 200 families in Kadugodi, Belathur came
together to celebrate the first Durga Puja in the area. What started as a small dream soon grew
into one of the most vibrant community celebrations in Whitefield. For everyone involved, it
was not just about worship; it was about creating a home away from home, where traditions
could flourish and people could connect across generations.

From the very beginning, EBCA stood apart for the way it organized its events. Each year, the
association worked to add unique touches to the celebrations, making the Puja more than a
religious festival—it became a cultural movement. In 2019, EBCA was the first in Whitefield to
associate with Inorbit Mall for hosting the grand Mahalaya event. This pioneering effort gave
Durga Puja in Whitefield a new platform and visibility, setting a benchmark for others to follow.
Since then, the Mahalaya celebrations at Inorbit Mall have become a cherished tradition, one
that brings the wider community together in anticipation of the festival. And ever since we
have been partnering with Nexus Malls and Orion Malls.

Resilience has been another defining feature of EBCA. When the COVID-19 pandemic brought
life to a standstill, many associations were forced to cancel or pause their celebrations. EBCA,
however, continued its Durga Puja without a single break, adapting to the challenges with
responsibility and care. It was one of the very few associations in Bengaluru to do so, proving
that devotion and community spirit could overcome even the most difficult of times.

Each passing year has seen EBCA grow stronger and more inclusive. The association has built
a reputation for encouraging participation from all—whether you are 5 or 80, if you are
culturally inclined and enthusiastic, you are welcome. This inclusiveness has become the soul
of EBCA, making it feel like a true family.

In 2025, EBCA celebrates its 8th consecutive Durga Puja, and this year’s theme is especially
close to our hearts. We are recreating the charm of Kolkata’s iconic Maddox Square right here
in Bengaluru. The “Maddox Square of Bangalore” will be a vibrant space filled with culture, art,
and community spirit. To bring Bengal alive in our favourite city, we are collaborating with
traditional Patachitra artists, curating a special Book Fair, and partnering with the prestigious
Chitrakala Parishad.
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Looking back, EBCA’s journey has been about more than 500 families and eight years of
uninterrupted celebration. It has been about resilience, inclusivity, innovation, and growth.
From the very first Puja at Kadugodi in 2018 to the Maddox Square, theme in 2025, EBCA has
continuously evolved, weaving tradition with creativity. This year, as we gather once again, we
celebrate not only the Goddess but also the enduring spirit of a community that grows
stronger with every Puja.
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THE STORY OF HOPE IN
RURAL BENGAL

From Dreams to Reality
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A Vision Born from Love

In 2015, Gunamay Das and his wife Jayashri
witnessed countless orphaned, abandoned, and
impoverished children whose dreams seemed
forever out of reach. These weren't statistics—
they were bright young minds yearning for a
chance to learn and grow beyond their difficult
circumstances.

The couple made a life-changing decision: they
would create that chance themselves.

From Streets to Classrooms

What started as an audacious dream required
extraordinary sacrifice. Gunamay and Jayashri
took to the streets and parks, collecting donations
coin by coin. Each rupee wasn't just money—

—it was a building block of hope, proving their
unwavering belief that education could break
poverty's cycle.

Their persistence caught the attention of
Nandkumar Khandare, CEO of Ashok Leyland
Technologies Ltd, whose generous donation
enabled construction of a 1,900 square foot
school building. On January 9th, 2017, magic
happened: Nandkumar Jeevanrao STPN High
School opened its doors to 17 students.
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Against All Odds

What began as a single-story building with 17
children has blossomed into a three-story
educational haven housing over 300 students.
The school grew not just in size, but in ambition.
Modern computer labs, digital classrooms, and
science laboratories brought possibilities these
children had never imagined.

Then came the ultimate test: COVID-19. As
donations dried up in 2020, closing seemed
inevitable. But for Das, it wasn't an option—the
orphaned hostel children had nowhere else to
go.

Once again, Das returned to the streets, driven
by love for children who had become his family.
Through compassionate organizations, STPN
Trust not only survived but extended help to the
broader community, distributing essential
supplies to 4,600 families during the
pandemic's darkest hours.

A Beacon of Transformation

Today, Nandkumar Jeevanrao STPN High School
stands as Contai Subdivision's only English-
medium co-educational residential school. Its
modern facilities provide these children with the
same quality education as their privileged urban
peers—completely free of cost.

Beyond buildings and technology lies the true
success: 300 young lives transformed, 300 futures
rewritten. The orphan who once slept on streets
now dreams of becoming a doctor. The
abandoned child who knew only hunger now
confidently solves equations. The underprivileged
girl denied opportunity now stands ready to
change the world.

Recognition and Reality

In 2025, Gunamay Das received The Telegraph
Award for his dedication to free education for
orphaned and underprivileged children. But at
37, his real reward comes daily: in bright eyes
reading their first sentence, confident voices
presenting in English, graduation certificates
held high by those the world once forgot.

The Ripple Effect Continues

This isn't just about one school or one man's
mission. It's about the profound truth that
investing in a child's education doesn't just
change one life—it transforms generations.
These students will become teachers, doctors,
engineers, and leaders who will lift others up.
Every scholarship for higher education, every
dress distributed before Durga Puja, every ration
pack for elderly people with no income—these
acts create ripples extending far beyond what
eyes can see.

The story of STPN High School reminds us that
extraordinary things happen when ordinary
people refuse to accept that some children are
destined for less. It proves that with
determination, compassion, and community
spirit, we can build bridges from despair to
hope, from poverty to possibility, from forgotten
to empowered.

In a world often feeling divided, STPN High
School stands as a beacon—Iliving proof that
when hearts unite for the right cause, we don't
just change individual lives; we transform
society's very fabric, one child at a time. The
journey continues, carried forward by the belief
that every child's dream matters, and that
together, we can make those dreams reality.

You too can help take this fairy tale forward if you want!
How? Visit our website www.stpntrust.org to find out!
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NINETEEN YEARS OF FAITH FESTIVITY & FAMILY

Home is where the “dhaak” beats echo, the “shiuli” blooms in fragrance, and every smile
carries the joy of Maa’s arrival.

It all began in 2007, amidst the bustle of a Bangalore fish market, a group of Bengalis found
themselves reminiscing about the Pujo back home in Kolkata. That nostalgia sparked a dream
— to recreate the same magic, to create a space where every Bengali heart feels at home, here
in Bangalore. From that day, what began with just ten families and fifty members grew into the
RT Nagar Socio-Cultural Trust.

Our first Pujo took place at the Sai Baba Temple where the community kept the spirit alive for
three years. As we grew, Patels Inn became our new home, and today, our celebrations have
found their rightful grandeur at Palace Grounds—one of the largest Pujos in Bangalore. For
nineteen years, our motto has remained simple: to bring smiles to people’s faces.

What makes our Pujo special is not only its scale but its soul. Our bhog and festivities are open
to all, membership or not, community or background, inclusivity lies at our heart. From
biodegradable plates to open spaces, wheelchair support, and accessibility for elders and
children alike, every detail is designed so that everyone feels they belong. And alongside
celebration, we are deeply committed to service, whether it is raising funds for children’s
education, supporting charitable organizations, donating essentials like blankets, or countless
other initiatives that make a tangible difference.

From fifty to five hundred families, our association has grown into a kaleidoscope of cultures,
embracing people of all ethnicities who together add colour to our community. Cultural
programs are our hallmark, with our in-house dance, music, theatre, and recitation programs,
our vibrant Dhunuchi Naach, alongside welcoming icons like Usha Uthup, Srabonti Mazumdar,
Chandrabindu, and Jaler Gaan. Our “Bongo Utsav,” showcasing over 100 women
entrepreneurs from Bengal, is a proud initiative blending culture with conscious consumerism.
The Pujo has grown with our children, who once ran about the pandal holding their parent’s
hands, today, our “Kochi Kanchar Dol”—the spirited youth—manage the Trust’s social media
presence, and even more impressively, take full charge of our Saraswati Puja. From bringing
sponsors, raising funds, sourcing the idol and food, to decorating the pandal—they run the
festival entirely on their own, a living testament to how tradition passes seamlessly into
younger hands.

Through challenges, whether shifting venues, navigating funding, or celebrating through the
pandemic, we have stood united. And as we look ahead, our promise remains: no matter how
big we grow, we will never lose sight of our roots, our pride, and our mission—to celebrate Maa
Durga by spreading joy, togetherness, and smiles for all. 43
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¥ 48 Pujas and The List is Growing!

We are Bangalore's largest Bengali
association and the proud organizers of
the grand Palace Ground Durga Puja
(Gate No.9) one of the city's most
celebrated Durga Puja and Navaratri
festivals. Our mission goes beyond
festivities: we work to build cultural
bridges between Karnataka and West
Bengal, fostering unity and collaboration.

Guided by our motto to bring smiles to
every face we remain committed to
contributing to the social and economic
growth of Karnataka.
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= PROBAHO

An Outcome of Team Work and Dedication

We have grown up! Oh Yes! We are bigger,
we are better and we aim to grow more and
spread our wings towards new heights and
horizons. From taking our first baby steps with
the auspicious beginning of Saraswati Puja in
the year 2023 to organizing various other
social-cultural events main amongst them
being Durga puja , Saraswati Puja, Kojagori
Lakshmi Puja, Kali Puja across the span of 3
years, yes we can say that we have taken
successive steps in this amazing journey of
keeping our cultural roots ever widening and = =
spreading in our beautiful Brigade Orchards  * :
community and even beyond.

0} 300V 3}3DU0I Jag0 .

It is rightly said and | quote, ‘Coming together = =
is a beginning, keeping together is a progress, = -
working together is a success’ and how o
appropriate is this quotation regarding 3
Probaho. What started as a discussion =3
amongst friends and family, has beautifully
metamorphosed into our cultural identity.

We@ Probaho proudly carry this identity as
members of this huge family of cultural enthusiasts. Be it musical gatherings or dance

representations we have been able to keep up to our great Indian culture and heritage.

India is a land of diverse cultures and traditions, often described as a "melting pot" where
numerous languages, religions, and customs coexist. This rich tapestry of cultures is
woven into the very fabric of Indian society, making it a unique and captivating place to
experience. We @Probaho have tried to do our bit through our cultural programmes
which showcases varied cultures and traditions of India, through songs, dances, musical
skit, plays, Bollywood Night, Garba and Dandiya nights etc. Special mention is to be
made of the participation by kids and also by the elderly population of our community.
We are thankful to all ,for their continued support and encouragement which keeps us
going towards better content.

Also, | would like to mention the continued efforts of our whole team of Probaho who
with their dedicated team work are making it possible to march ahead into the 3rd year
of festivities. May we all succeed as a team - that’s our prayer to the God Almighty. May
Ma Durga bless us all.
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POORVA BANGALORE CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
(PBCA) - JOURNEY

Durga Puja is not just another puja for the
Bengalis across the globe or even in
Bangalore. It is an emotion, a yearning and an
endless wait for those four to five days of
every year when the girl next door, Goddess
Durga, comes back at her father’s abode to
spend some time with her family; a welcome
break from the chores of her household back
in Kailash. The joy of that return is
unparalleled and the excitement lies in getting
ready for it. After all, its just a handful of days
and who does not want to be.

The Poorva Bangalore Cultural Association
(PBCA), one of the oldest Bengali
associations in East Bangalore, captures this
emotion to the fullest and has been a great
congregation of Bengalis in the eastern part
of the city for the last 22 years. Established in
2003, PBCA will celebrate the 22nd year of
its Durga Puja celebration this time with fun, =
fervour and a gathering of crowd that is often
unmatched.
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Started by late Kuntal Kishore Roy in 2004, PBCA now has more than 200 active
members spanning various age groups, who have a strong commitment towards
embracing the rich culture of Bengalis. What is interesting is our diversity - we have
Bengalis who hail not only from West Bengal but also from Assam, Meghalaya, and
Tripura who have been staying in Bangalore for years and yet not forgotten their roots
and are not oblivious of their identity.

Over the years, our Puja has been held at prominent locations like Brookefield YSR
Convention Hall, BMA College, Doddanekundi, and EPIP Zone. Since 2024, PBCA is
hosting the Puja at KTPO Convention Ground in Whitefield and this time it will just be
bigger, better and more glamorous. With proximity to a metro station, ample parking
space, and easy accessibility, KTPO ground gave our puja a different experience and a
feeling of home away from home.

We are truly an inclusive Baroyari Durga Puja with no restrictions on attendance,
featuring Puja, Pushpanijali, community bhog, Sindoor Khela, and evening cultural
programs with renowned artists. Open to all communities, we offer free community bhog
on all three days of puja. We host cultural programs on all the four days, showcasing
both in-house talents and legendary and budding artists from the Bengali film and music
industry. Stalwarts from those industries who have attended our Puja over the years
include legendary actors Soumitra Chatterjee and Sabitri Chatterjee, singers Sraboni Sen,
Lopamudra Mitra and Monomoy Chatterjee and even new generation heartthrobs like
Shovan Ganguly and Satish Gajmer.
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PBCA is not just about
festivities. We are also
dedicated to making a positive
" impact through our CSR
initiatives. We consciously Fo1e
strive to serve and give back to fudj
the society and those not so 4
fortunate. Some of our efforts
include donations to the
underprivileged, blood
donation camps, and
community vaccination drives.
These initiatives demonstrate
our commitment to supporting
¥ the community and advancing
the cause of humanity.
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That's a wrap on our first digital magazine! Or should we say — this is just the
beginning of an exciting new journey!

"Bong Tales From Bangalore" is committed to connecting the Bengali
community here in Bangalore, sharing stories about our fellow Bengalis,
promoting Bengali events and businesses, and celebrating our rich culture
through art, literature, theater, and films.

We're already active on YouTube, Facebook, Instagram, and our website with
regular Bengali content. Now, we're adding this magazine to the mix!

A big thank you to everyone who contributed their articles and photos to make
this magazine possible!

We've made this magazine bilingual so our non-Bengali friends and neighbors
can also experience the beauty of Bengali culture and traditions. Please share it
freely with everyone in your community!

Let us know what you think about this new initiative — drop us an email or send
us a message on Instagram with your feedback!

Team- Bong Tales From Bangalore
September 4", 2025
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